Writing — Academic

Sample Question 2
Writing Task 2

International Tourism

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Two sample responses to this task, with scores and
examiner comments, can be found on pages 53-54.

Write about the following topic:

International tourism has brought enormous benefit to
many places. At the same time, there is concern about
its impact on local inhabitants and the environment.

Do the disadvantages of international tourism outweigh
the advantages?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant
examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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Sample response

Band score awarded
and examiner comments

Task 2 International Tourism — Response B
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The test taker addresses both aspects

of the task and presents a clear position
throughout the response. Main ideas are
generally clear and relevant, although some
supporting ideas lack focus (as in the
opening of paragraph 2).

Ideas are generally well organised and
there is a clear overall progression, but
there are lapses where points are not well
integrated into the argument. A range of
cohesive devices is used effectively, but
some under-use of connectives and
substitution and some lapses in the use
of referencing are noticeable.

A good range of vocabulary is used with
flexibility and precision. The test taker has
a good awareness of style and collocation,
and although awkward expressions or
inappropriacies in word choice occur these
are only occasional and do not limit the
rating for this criterion.

Likewise, a good range of sentence
structures is used with a high level of
accuracy resulting in frequent error-free
sentences. Minor systematic errors persist,
however, and punctuation is unhelpful at
times.

The strong lexical resource compensates
for flaws in the organisational features, so
overall this response is a good example of
Band 7.
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